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SERVICE WITH 2020             

VISION FOR THE                 

FUTURE!   

ñServiceò is why we exist as Lions.  
Service is why members join.  Ser-
vice is critical to member satisfaction 
and needs to be the focus of every-
thing that we do as Lions.  This year, 
I am asking every Lion to put service 
first in everything that we do.  I want 
to challenge all clubs to maximize the 
impact of their service. 

ò2020 Visionó shows our focus on the Service projects that our clubs choose to make a 
positive impact on our communities and around the world.  The 2020 in this yearôs theme 
is representative of the year, but more importantly it is symbolic of the work that Lions 
have done and continue to do as knights of the blind.  Vision and eyeglasses may be how 
we are known but we are so much more. 

òVision for the Futureó is to remind all of us that everything that we do this year will 
have impacts on our organization for years to come.  Building our brand as a club and as 
an international organization in positive ways through our service.  Growing our member-
ship with quality new members.  Developing and encouraging future leaders, mentoring 
and coaching Lions leaders to take on increasing leadership roles in the future.     

The individual Lion is not directly mentioned in this yearôs theme but is implied because 
the individual Lion is the most important part of our organization.  Everything that we do 
as a club or district must be in support of each Lion.  We are organized to give the Lion 
the opportunity to serve.  We as leaders must select service projects that match the capa-
bilities and desires of ours Lions and increase member satisfaction.  As District Governor, 
I am asking Clubs to include hands on service projects this year, because I believe that 
member satisfaction will increase.  As members satisfaction increases, membership will 
increase, and more Lions will take leadership positions.  Stated another way, District Offic-
ers and Club Boards are there to serve the Lions so that the Lions can serve their commu-
nity and the world. 

Every organization needs to have a sense of who they are and how they contribute to 
their community and the world.  This yearôs theme is intended to remind the Lions of 22-W 
why our organization is here and what we do: We Serve with 2020 Vision for the Future. 

            Evan Gillett                                                                    
    22W DISTRICT GOVERNOR  

                        Home Club: Roaring Run Lions 

                         Email: evan_gillett@yahoo.com 

                              Cell Phone: 240-463-6234 

 

 

  

NEW MD-22W 

website...  

https://

mdlions22w.org  

LIONS CLUBS     

       INTERNATIONAL 

FOUNDATION            

MISSION 

 Our mission is to sup-

port the efforts of Lions 

clubs and partners in 

serving communities lo-

cally and globally, giv-

ing hope and impacting 

lives through humanitari-

an service projects and 

grants 



Page 2 
District 22 ïW Newsletter 

  

 

1st VICE DISTRICT GOVERNORõS MESSAGE 

 

I would like to thank all the Lions that supported me at the convention. I look forward to serving 

you in the next two years. I would also like to express my appreciation to IPDG Gerry Beachy for 

his leadership and dedication during his year as district governor, especially with Lion Sue faithful-

ly by his side.  

As we said ñgoodbyeò to Spring and ñhelloò to summer, our Lions clubs have been very busy get-

ting out into the communities with many fundraisers and service projects, spreading the word that 

ñWe Serveò and that we are looking for active members. Since my intention to be a candidate for 

FVDG, I have had the opportunity to rededicate the Clear Spring Lions Club charter, to visit 12 

clubs as they actively participated in fundraisers to support our district activities and to attend 9 

charter nights which celebrated the many accomplishments of the clubs. I will do my best to attend 

as many club events as possible in the upcoming year.  

At our two district officer training sessions in June, our Lions left with the knowledge of how to ac-

cess information online whether it is the MyLion App, LCI website, Facebook and even You Tube 

videos. Not only will they give you the tools to become better Lions, they will help you to get the 

word out about your club in your community. Please check our new District 22W website https://

mdlions22w.org for upcoming events, copies of the monthly district newsletters and links to vital 

information to support our Lion members and clubs. Check out the flyers for new ideas on service 

projects and fundraisers which can put vitality into your club activities.  

In the upcoming year, our district will continue to work together in promoting the District 22W Ser-

vice Challenges which were created and implemented by FVDG Evan Gillett last year. Stay tuned 

in the upcoming district newsletters for more information.  

I wish you all a fun and safe 4
th
 of July holiday with your family and friends. 

FVDG Barb Brimigion 
Home Club: Freedom District 

Email: barbarabrimigion@comcast.net 
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2nd VICE DISTRICT GOVERNORõS MESSAGE 

Greetings to all Lions across our great District, 

This is my first opportunity as Second Vice District Governor to communicate with you and I am excited about what 
has been happening and what will happen for us as we venture forth into a new Lions year.  IPDG Gerry Beachy had 
a great year promoting service and membership and, now DG Evan has us looking for new ways to grow our clubs 
thereby extending our service to others.  Likewise, we are seeking to strengthen our clubs and the District with new 
opportunities for leadership. 

I would first like to thank now IPDG Gerry for the opportunity to serve as Cabinet Secretary this past year.  Like most 
Lions, I was at first reluctant to assume that role but as we began to make official visits and attend other events I 
found myself enjoying meeting Lions from our various clubs and learning about the multitude of service projects and 
fundraising opportunities that our clubs conduct.  I really enjoyed reading the club newsletters and receiving (and 
sending) the various flyers that appeared in the weekly e-news.  Second, thank you for electing me to the position of 
SVDG.  Again, I was reluctant to consider this opportunity but after some ñgentleò nudging I decided that now would 
be a good time.  So, with your enthusiasm and passion for service as inspiration I will do all that I can to work with DG 
Evan and FVDG Barbara to lead our District to even more success. 

DG Evan has asked me, as SVDG, to focus on leadership development.  We recently completed our district Club 
Leadership Training sessions effectively led by PDG and MD22 Council Chair Brian Cox and the rest of the GAT 
team.  DG Evan gave a rousing ñpep talkò of what he wants to accomplish during the year and the GAT team mem-
bers did a great job providing direction and guidance on service (PCS Susan Cox) membership (Lions Bob and Car-
tha Johnson, Sandy Moore) and leadership (CC Brian).   

We encourage Lions to step up into new leadership roles now and in the future.  Many clubs have relied on cur-
rent club officers to continue in those roles.  Some, myself included, have served a long time in one capacity.  Yes, it 
is nice to keep things running smoothly, but there is inherent danger in doing so.  This past year, we had several clubs 
who experienced an unexpected change in the secretary position.  Fortunately, those clubs were able to secure a re-
placement either by way of an assistant secretary or someone who was very familiar with club operations stepping up 
to fill that void.  Clubs should really be thinking about a contingency plan for filling positions that have been held for 
long times by certain Lions.  We also have a need for Lions to assume leadership roles in the district as well.  Consid-
er serving as a zone or region chair or, if you like a specific activity ï volunteer to assist on the district committee lev-
el. 

There are opportunities for current and potential officers to either develop or fine tune their leadership skills.  
LCI offers on line training for all club positions.  Simply type in Lions Leadership Training into your search engine 
and select LCI and the website will be available for you  to search for whatever position you would like to learn more.  
In fact, club secretaries are asked to complete the respective training module and report to CC Brian your 
successful completion of the same.  Later this year, on Saturday, September 14 at Chewsville, the District will 
be conducting club secretary and treasurer training.  I would encourage those club officers to attend this event.  
Along that line, remember, starting July 1, service activities are to be reported via MyLion by the club secretary, club 
service chair or club administrator.  Leo Club advisors, presidents and secretaries can upload their service projects as 
well.  This is an exciting new tool and is easy to use as even I learned how to do it! 

Finally, I would like to promote attendance at the USA/Canada Forum in Spokane this coming September.  This is a 
great way to learn more about Lions and to enhance your leadership skills.  Canôt go?  Then consider Lions University 
which is sponsored by the Forum.  Check out that website at:  lionsuniversity.org 

CHARLES CROFT, Jr.  

Email: ccroft@atlanticbb.net; 80 Pine View Drive, Ridgeley, WV 26753   

Res. 304-738-4708; Cell: 301-707-7242 
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July 4: INDEPENDENCE DAY 

July 5-9: LCI CONVENTION IN MILAN ITALY 

July 6:  DEEP CREEK LAKE LIONS CLUB will be 

hosting their annual Boat Parade as a fundraiser for the 

Blind Skier and Camper programs ...SEE COMING 

EVENTS 

July 7: LIONS INTERNATIONAL BIRTHDAY! 

July 10: CAMP MERRICK TripðSEE COMING 

EVENTS 

July 11-21: BRIDGING THE GAP DEAF Camp é 

SEE COMING EVENTS 

July 26: HAGERSTOWN LIONS CLUB is partnering 
with Discovery Station to sponsor the 13th Annual Dis-
covery Golf Classic   at Black Rock Golf Course,  20025 
Mt. Aetna Road, Hagerstown, MD.  Shotgun start is at 
8:15 AM. Cost is $85 per golfer ...SEE COMING 
EVENTS 
 
July 27: TERRA RUBRA LIONS Crab Feed-Terra 
Rubra Lions Building  1-4 p.m.- $40.00 p/p 

July 28: BASEBALL GAME AT NATIONAL 

PARK...To order tickets, go to  https://groupmatics.events/
event/Lionsclub33 

 Buy tickets as soon as possible. SEE COMING EVENTS 
 
July 29:NEW MARKET DISTRICT LIONS CLUB 

CORN ROAST PICNIC...For information, please contact 

Lion Bobby Rakestraw, 301-865-3134 or Bob-

byr1822@aol.com ...SEE COMING EVENTS 

 

 

 

 

 

Aug. 10:  CHANGE OF BANNER: Myersville Fire 

Hall...SEE COMING EVENTS 

Aug. 15: FLINTSTONE CHARTER...SEE COMING 

EVENTS 

Aug. 21: ROARING RUN Surf & Turf Drawing        

é  SEE COMING EVENTS 

Aug.24:  District 22W Lionsô Day with the Hager-

stown Suns Game time is 6:05 p.m. with a picnic 
buffet starting at 5:00.  Cost is $17.00 per per-

son ...SEE COMING EVENTS. 

  

 

  

https://groupmatics.events/event/Lionsclub33
https://groupmatics.events/event/Lionsclub33
mailto:Bobbyr1822@aol.com
mailto:Bobbyr1822@aol.com


MEMORIAL 
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LION ALDEN WITT,74,  Member of the Mason Dixon Lions Club,  of Wellersburg, passed away Tues-
day, June 4, 2019, at the Western Maryland Regional Medical Center.   Lion Alden had been an active 

member since 1985 and was a recent recipient of a Melvin Jones Fellowship. 

Born Feb.13, 1945, in Cumberland, Mr. Witt was the son of the late Albert M. Witt and Evelyn (Hutzell) 
Witt. He was also preceded in death by a sister, Alverta Weimer; and a brother, Kenneth Witt.  

A graduate of Meyersdale Area High School, Alden was a Blacksmith Mechanic for CSX Railroad for 29 
years where he was a member of NARVE. He was a member of the Zion Community Church of 
Wellersburg. He was  a member  the Lions Club for 35 years where he was the recipient of the Melvin 
Jones Fellow Award. Alden had life memberships at the Kennell's Mill Sportsmen's Club; the Piney Moun-
tain Sportsmen's Club; the Barrelville Outdoor Club; and a charter member of the Wellersburg Volunteer 
Fire Company. He enjoyed golfing at the Piney Golf Course and belonged to the Grasshoppers.  
Alden is survived by his wife of 50 years, Patricia "Pat" Witt; his brother, Roger Witt and wife, Donnagene; 
his sisters, Delores Morgan and Maxene Shelley and husband, Larry; his brothers-in-law, Jim Trimble and 
wife, Linda, and Robert Weimer; as well as wonderful numerous nieces, nephews, and close friends.  

 
A funeral service was held at the Adams Family Funeral Home with Pastor Jim Jeffries officiating.   Interment was in Restlawn Me-
morial Gardens.   In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to the Zion Community Church of Wellersburg, 14963 
Main Street, Wellersburg, PA 15564. 

LION CAROL WAYS, LaVale Lions member, passed away on June 5th at her home in                                                 

Fort Washington, MD.   

Carol struggled with the aftermath of oral cancer for the last two years of her life.   Carol was                                            

a member of the Oxon Hill Lions starting in January, 2001, and transferred to LaVale Lions in                                                         

October 2009.  Please remember Lion Carol and Lion Frank and their family in your thoughts                                               

and prayers. 

 LION CINDY WANTZ: Cindy died on Tuesday, June 11, 2019 in Jacksonville, Florida where she and her husband, Lion Harold 
"JR" Wantz, had moved earlier this year.  There will be a Celebration of Life in Thurmont, tentatively scheduled for July 20.  No 

other information is available at this time  

 LION THOMAS CHARLES BRAY, 69, of Union Bridge, MD died on Saturday, June 15, 2019  
at Johns Hopkins Medical Center in Baltimore. Born December 26, 1949 in Baltimore, he was the 
 son of the late Jerome and Rose (Endres) Bray. He was the devoted husband of Sandra Lambert- 
Bray. Tom was a Telecommunications Network Specialist with T. Rowe Price in Owings Mills,  
MD for 17 years. He was a member of St. Joseph Catholic Church in Taneytown, the Knights of  
Columbus, and the Taneytown Lions Club. 
  

He had previously been a career firefighter and paramedic for the Baltimore County Fire Department                                   
and was a volunteer with the Woodlawn Volunteer Fire Company. He enjoyed traveling and                                  
spending time with family and friends. He is survived  by his beloved wife Sandy,and a cousin, John  
Neunan, who was like a brother to Tom, and many other family members. A Mass of Christian Burial was held on Mon-
day, June 24, 2019 at St. Joseph Catholic Church, 44 Frederick St., Taneytown, MD. Burial  followed at Meadow 
Branch Cemetery in Westminster. 

http://www.legacy.com/memorial-sites/firefighters/
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ACTIVITIES 

 

  

July 10: JOIN US for a bus trip to Lions Camp Merrick in Nanjemoy, MD. We will have lunch with 
the diabetic campers then tour the camp.  We will stop for dinner on the way home (on your own).  The 
bus will pick up in Cumberland, Hagerstown and Frederick in the morning, returning to each location in 
early evening.  We will have room for 36 passengers and the estimated cost is $50.00 per person.  The 
price includes the bus, driver tip and bus snacks.  Any money left over will be given to the camp.  Contact 
me if you are interested in going.  Email reservations to gbeachy@verizon.net or call 301-707-7200 
(cell).                                                                                                                               
 
August 10, 2019 ð Change of Banner at Myersville Volunteer Fire Company.               
August 24, 2019 ð District 22-W Baseball Game with the Hagerstown Suns.               
October 5, 2019 ð District 22-W Social AND Post Social 
October 26, 2019- Melvin Jones Brunch  from 10am to Noon $15                             
reservation                                                                                      
December 5, 2019ñAMERICAN MUSIC THEATER IN LANCASTERñJoin us for a bus trip to  see the 
original holiday show "Joy to the World," sponsored by the FSK Lions Club to benefit our charity ac-
count.  The $140 pp cost includes motor coach transportation, driver gratuity, and lunch at the Shady 
Maple Smorgasbord.    

The following was submitted by FVDG Barbara Brimigion to honor the birth of Helen Keller. 

ANNIVERSARY OF THE BIRTH OF HELEN KELLER (June 27,1880-June 1, 1968) 

Lions Clubs International recognize Helen Keller Day on June 1st.  However, Helen Keller 

Day is observed in the USA on June 27th annually as a commemorative holiday to celebrate 

the birth of Helen Keller.  The holiday observance was created by presidential proclamation 

in 1980, as well as by international organizations, particularly those helping the blind and 

the deaf. 

Helen Keller was an American author, political activist, and lecturer.  She was the first deaf/

blind person to earn a bachelor of arts degree.  On September 14, 1964, President Lyndon 

B. Johnson awarded her the Presidential Medal of Freedom, one of the United Statesô two 

highest civilian honors.  In 1965, she was elected to the National Womenôs Hall of Fame at the New York 

Worldôs Fair. 

Looking back over LCIôs century of service, Lions are known around the world for their service to the blind 

and visually impaired.  What became a worldwide  phenomenon can be traced back to the tireless work of one 

extraordinary woman.  Helen Kellerôs landmark speech at the Lions Clubs International Convention in 1925 

marked the beginning of an era of vision service and support that would come to define Lions for decades.  

Helen Keller inspired Lions to commit to ending preventable blindness and service to the visually impaired. 

In 2018, the Texas Board of Ed proposed to remove Helen Keller from the curriculum.  After much protest, es-

pecially by local Lions, the committee then voted to put Helen Keller, who has made a substantial impact on 

the lives of  many  visually-impaired people, back into the lesson plan where she rightly belongs. 

mailto:gbeachy@verizon.net


 CARROLL COUNTY LIONESS LIONS HAVE A 

BUSY MONTH 

Submitted by PDG Susan Bonura 

 

The Carroll County lions Lioness Club has had a busy 

month.  They are collecting  aluminum beer and soda cans 

for a boy scout troop to be delivered to the Messiah Luther-

an Church.   

 

Linus Blankets that have been completed are being collect-

ed and delivered to the club secretary. 

 

Card fronts for the ARC, coupons for the troops, food for the 

Feed the Hungry program, Box Tops for Education labels, 

and Lions magazines (which will be used for the golf tourna-

ment. 

 

The Clubôs boxes of games, books, infant toys, crayons and 

coloring books, Colored pencils, journals, puzzles, checkers, 

Legos, Matchbox cars, and stuffed animals were delivered 

to Becky Halagarda, Child Life Specialist at the University of 

Maryland Medical Centerôs Childrenôs Hospital. 

 

A total of 750 books collected by the club, were delivered to 

the Maryland Book Bank as well during the month of June. 
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CAMPAIGN 100 

MEMORIAL DAY TORNADOES  

IN OHIO SET RECORD FOR MOST          

TOUCHDOWNS IN LOCAL HISTORY. 

 

Many homes and businesses have been destroyed in the rec-
ord breaking 18 tornados that touched down over the week-
end.  Your foundation, LCIF, has already provided $20,000 
in emergency grants at this time to Lions in this area to help 
with the recovery. 
 
Disasters are now happening back to 

back, PLEASE help your foundation help those in 

distress by making a donation now. If you have not 
made a donation to your LCIF this year, this is the time to do it.  
 
All donations are tax deductible and may count towards naming 
a Melvin Jones Fellow and toward your Campaign 100 pledge. 
A donation of only $100 goes a long way. (one time or only $10 
a month). It's easy, go onto lcif.org/donate or see your club 
LCIF Coordinator. 
 
The Lions and the people need your help now. Looking for-
ward to seeing your name in my next monthôs LCIF report. 
 
Zone Chairs, Club Officers and Lion Members PLEASE pass 
this request and message on. Put it on your Facebook page 
get your friends and community involved today. 
 
 MD-22  LCIF Coordinator 
 
 Kent Eitemiller - Past District Governor  
2013-2014 - District 22W 
Taneytown Lions Club 
MD-22 LCIF Coordinator 
keitemiller@yahoo.com 
We Serve Because We Care 

 

DISTRICT NEWS 

https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Flcif.org%2Fdonate&data=02%7C01%7CAnne.Schullo%40lionsclubs.org%7Cffb2583da3af41f039b008d6ae1aeaf0%7Cebe13e2f6b994be7bca2768cbf5d1e94%7C1%7C0%7C636887827988902507&sdata=%2FUeHjUGuXMYfdmkPCfcdLd97
mailto:keitemiller@yahoo.com

