A Century of Service
100th Anniversary of Multiple District 22
Recap from the viewpoint of PDG Sandi Halterman

Two hundred and fifty Lions of Multiple District
22, Delaware, Maryland and the District of Columbia, gathered together on April 12-13, 2022, to celebrate the 100th
Anniversary of being a Multiple District.

The International Association of Lions Clubs was organized at
Chicago, Illinois, on June 7, 1917, at a meeting of representatives of
some fifty unaffiliated clubs of various names. Melvin Jones, then
secretary of the Business Circle of Chicago, had since 1914 been
corresponding with these scattered clubs, with the view of organizing
them into a strong association. The Chicago meeting called a
convention to be held at Dallas, Texas on October 8-10, 1917. At that
convention the name “LIONS” was formally adopted, and officers of
the Association elected. Through the years, a number of Lions Clubs
had been organized in New Jersey, and in the fall of 1921 the Sixteenth
District was organized, with New Jersey at its head, and the states of
New York, Maryland, Delaware, and the District of Columbia. The
eastern half of Pennsylvania at that time was trying to become a
separate district, and was much closer to New Jersey and Maryland in
its Lionism than to the western part of the state, which was districted
with West Virginia

District 22-A - Anne
Arundel, Baltimore,
Baltimore City, Harford
and Howard Counties
District 22-B - Caroline,
Cecil, Dorchester, Kent,
Queen Anne's, Somerset,
Talbot, Wicomico and
Worchester Counties
District 22-C - Calvert,
Charles, Montgomery,
Prince Georges, St. Mary's
Counties and the District
of Columbia
District 22-D - State of
Delaware
District 22-W - Allegany,
Carroll, Frederick, Garrett
and Washington Counties

History of Lionism in Maryland, Delaware and the District of Columbia

The first Lions Club organized within the boundaries of what is now
the Twenty-second District—Maryland-Delaware-District of Columbia,
was that of Baltimore, Maryland, formed October 26, 1921. The Lions
Club of Washington D.C. was the second one in the district. Delaware
came next. The first annual district convention of the Twenty-second
District under its own District Governor was held at Washington, D.C.
on April 26, 1923. The number of Clubs in the district had grown to
seven, and the membership to 238. Six Clubs of the seven responded
to the call for a report on club activities, Baltimore, Cumberland,
Frederick, Hagerstown, Washington
and Wilmington. History starts reflecting individual Districts as A & B
(1941-1942) and A,B,C (1944-1946)
District 22-W entered into the Districts in 1947, So here were are, celebrating 100 years of service as

•

The Master of Ceremony
for our special event was
Dr. Don Newbury from
Texas. With over 5700
appearances under his belt,
Don Newbury has accumulated thousands of
interesting and hilarious
experiences. He is a
fulltime speaker and writer
and his reputation as an
outstanding speaker is
well known, and he did
not disappoint us.
Dr. Newbury reinstated
as a Lion being sworn in
by IP Sheehan at the
Friday Banquet dinner.

The planning for this memorable 100th Anniversary started meeting on October 1, 2020, with a team consisting of Chair
John Lawrence (22-B) and one Lion from each District; 22-A, Sue Parks, 22-B, Wayne Cole, 22-C, Sandi Halterman, 22-D,
Kenny Vincent and 22-W, Evan Gillett was the core committee. Other sub-committees would be added including Decoration, Carol Schoonover (22-B), Tours, Barbara Brimigion (22-W), Bob Eisenberg (22-A); Centennial Program, Sue Park (22
-A), History Rooms, Wayne Cole (22-B) and Public Relations (PR) Sonia Wiggins, co-chair Sandi Halterman (22-C). There
were also others, behind the scenes, that contributed.
Over the past two years, the team met every month and developed what turned out to be a very successful event.
On April 11, 2022, many of the 100th Anniversary Committee members met at the headquarter hotel, The Delta by Marriott,
Hunt Valley, to start setting up for the special event held April 12-13, 2022.

On Friday, April 12, 2022, Lions from around our Multiple District started arriving. In addition, our
International President Brian Sheehan and Lion Lori were welcomed. IP Brian and Lion Lori reside
at Bird Island, Minnesota.

Before arriving at the hotel, IP Brian and Lion Lori were escorted on a tour of the Wilmer Eye Institute in Baltimore and
guided though our Multiple District Foundation.
Past International President Clement F. Kusiak (Lion Jeannie) and Past International Director Ted Reiver (Lion Ann), along
with Dr. Lion Gislin Dagnalie Ph.D., M.S., Associate Director, Lions Vision Research and Rehabilitation Center, Associate
Professor of Ophthalmology ensured an
educational experience.

PIP Clem Kusiak pictured helping with a demonstration,
while PID Ted Reiver and others assisted Dr. Judith E. Goldstein, MD, Chief, Low Vision &Vision Rehabilitation,
Associate Professor of Ophthalmology demonstrated some procedures.
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Friday evening events started with a VIP Celebration welcoming IP Brian and Lion Lori Sheehan
and others including 2nd Year International Director Jeff Gans & Council Chair Bob Freidel from
New
Jersey, 1st Year International Director Jay Moughon from Virginia and PDGs from around the Multiple and District 24L (Virginia). IP Brian apparently had a good time having being caught photo
bombing a Penguin (Lion Carol Schoonover) and Lion (Lion Cathy Jarman) who came to visit.
Following the VIP affair, Chair John Lawrence welcomed all and officially opened the first official
event and dinner. He then introduced the Master of Ceremonies, Dr. Don Newbury. During the
course of the evening, Don Newbury re-instated as a Lion having been away for 15 years. IP Brian
swore him in along with several others during the evening.

Following dinner, a Remembrance of Past Leadership was performed by PID Ted Reiver and FVDG Jeremy Bair. This
included a video remembrance and short description of the Past International President/Past International Directors from
District’s A,B,.C.D. W.
One of the highlights of the evening was the presence of
Helen Keller, performed by PDG Cheryl Jones of District
22-D. She was escorted by PDG Bob Jones and gave a
perfect rendition of Helen Keller’s plea to the Lions.

penguins.

International President Brian Sheehan was introduced and
gave a very inspiring and fun talk on our Organization,
including a video that went along with his speech. It included
waddling penguins and roaring lions. As a side-line, IP Brian
and Lion Lori are passionate about exotic animals, especially
Proclamations were noted, some were highlighted in the 100th Anniversary Program Book, from Maryland
Governor Larry Hogan (presented by Lion Mark Widmyer of the Lavale Lions Club (22W) who works in
Governor Hogan's office),
City of Annapolis, Anne Arundel
County, District of Columbia Mayor
Murial Bowser (presented by D22-C
PDG Sonia Wiggins). Others were
received later and recognized at a
turnover meeting following this
anniversary.

IP Brian presented LCI mementos for the
Proclamation signors.
The final event of the evening was from IP Brian and PIP Clem Kusiak who presented
recognitions for serve to Campaign 100, LCIF in each District. These were in the form
of medals and presented to last years District Governors and MD22 Campaign 100 Chairs.
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Those Campaign 100 recipients were:
A-DG Bijoy Mahanti (also District Coordinator)
B–DG Dave Studley & Frankie Bennett (District Coordinator)
C–DG William Lavely & PDG Kelley Randolph (District Coordinator)
D– DG David Mitchell, PDGs Ken Chew and Kent Eitemiller (District Coordinators)
W-DG Charlie Croft & PDG Paul Cannada

Saturday, day 2, April 13, 2022. Many were up early to start the new day of Service and Celebration. The day started with breakfast with 130 Lions attending . The Master of Ceremony and Keynote Speaker was Dr. Don Newbury.
Following breakfast, many were
Special Olympic Athletes team up

During the Tournaments,
perishable food items to benShare program provides
food insecurity. Students
items per week while Towsession. Special notes of
also included from the Lions
this service project. IP Brian
participated in this service project.

off to Towson University to participate or watch our Leo’s and the
for Unified Bocce Tournaments.

Lions could do a service project of filling goodie bags of nonefit the FoodShare program at Towson University. The Foodweekly bags of food to address the needs of students experiencing
may receive up to 10
son University is in
encouragement were
who participated in
and Lion Lori also

Many of the Lions took advantage of the tours offered. A tour of the Hampton National
Historic Site was held starting at 10am. A previous similar tour was held on Friday
afternoon. Lions also took advantage of a tour of the Wilmer Eye Institute which started
at 1pm.
During the day, Lions participated in service projects at the Delta Hotel as well, and
visited the historical rooms for Districts A, B, C,. D,. W, PIP Clem Kusiak and PIDs Ted Reiver & Richard Liebno.
As noted, Service projects were available for the Lions, Leos and visitors to participate in. Projects ranged from making cards and
creating thoughtful treasure bags for those children, teens, young adults and sibling(s) who are staying at Children Inn at the
National Institute of Health (NIH). Those who have to stay at The Inn have their own mailboxes and the residents look forward to
the treasures that they receive each day in those mailboxes. Also made were Caregiver Bags.
Another Service project was for Tracy’s Kids. Lions previously donated or monetarily donated art supplies for young cancer
patients and their families to help cope with the emotional stress imposed by the disease and its treatment. These were bagged up
and readied for sending.

Historical posters from many Clubs in MD22
were displayed in the hallways of the Delta
Hotel.
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Before the special entertainment, Lion Lori talked about Lions in Motion. Very inspiring.

The finale of this
100th Anniversary
Celebration was a dinner and entertainment by The Fabulous
HubCaps. WOW what a great evening. There were 198 Lions
and friends eating, dancing and just having a good time. An
added attraction to this evening, besides having the HubCaps
performing was having Ray Hildeband in attendance. Ray wrote
and performed his signature song “Hey Paula” with the HubCaps
and it was just like back in the 60’s. Where else can you have
dinner, dance and a concert with your fellow Lions and friends.
During dinner a wagon of cheer was raffled off, and the winner was from
District 22-C, PDG Rich Barb. Congrats!!

All in all, this writer thinks this was a spectacular event for the Lions of Multiple District 22 to remember.
And thanks to all those who spent hours upon hours creating an event to remember for years to come.

Enjoy more pictures from the Celebration

Stress release before workers Thursday dinner with (front to back;) PCC & 100th Chair
John Lawrence, CC Wayne Cole, Lion Terri
Cole, 1VDG Kathy Crockett (not shown
PDG Sandi Halterman, picture taker, DG
Carol Schoonover behind group). We
learned what a Woo Woo drink was from
Lion Terri.
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Having dinner after a long day of setting up Thursday.
Back seats front to back: CC Wayne Cole, 1VDG Kathy Crocket, Lion
Kathy Jarman, PDG Sandi Halterman, DG Carol Schoonover. Right
front: Lion Terri Cole, PCC & 100th Chair John Lawrence, xxxxxxx &
Don Newbury.
Chair John Lawrence getting
ready to speak on Saturday.

Leader Dog Liberty & Lion Lois Barb 22-C meet up for the

first time since being put in service. Liberty was a puppy
Lion Lois raised 5 years ago. Trisha and Liberty were at the
hotel attending a conference for the National Federation for
the Blind. Trisha expressed her gratitude and how Liberty
has changed her life.

Registration Desk.

Had a little fun with Council Chair Wayne Cole. He had
earlier in the day indicated that he needed the right decorations on his table. I think the decoration committee achieved
his wishes.

Saturday Night with the Fabulous HubCaps

More scenes from the VIP
social

Multiple District 22 History Rooms (left to right A, B, C, (middle) D, W
(back of wall) & PID Ted Reiver, (forward), PID Richard Liebno (forward),

THE IDLE AMERICAN— On the Road Again...
Commentary by Dr. Don Newbury
Column #1004 for Release Saturday, August 20, 2022, or Later
We laughed intermittently for weeks about our decision to embark on a 3,000-mile road trip because we didn't have time to fly. As
the date neared and mass media folks conveyed horror tales of passengers stranded in airports or delayed, our decision to take to
the highways seemed well-founded.
Our ultimate destination was Hunt Valley, MD, where Lions Clubs from Maryland, Delaware and the District of Columbia were
meeting--more than 200 strong--to observe their 100th anniversary of Lions International.
Best "bibs and tuckers" were pretty much left behind, even though the "Grand Poobah" of Lionism--International President Brian
Sheehan and wife Lori--would be honored guests for the two-day conference. He heads this world-wide organization of more than
1.4 million members. However, he may have overslept the day formalities were handed out. (For folks who can't remember "Grand
Poobah," in popular culture this was the name heard regularly on TV's Flintstones to describe a high-ranking elected position in a
secret society called, uh, the "Loyal Order of Water Buffaloes.") ...
*****
We stood several times in honor of the Minnesota couple who quickly put people at ease, urging them to give their best to the
world's largest civic organization that is ever seeking ways to serve humanity.
He established himself as an "ordinary Joe" from Bird Island, MN, where they don't lock their doors and welcome "virtual" ways to
boost Lionism when pandemics persist and the place freezes over.
Lori is passionate about the Lions' multifaceted work in Europe, and the former health club owner has been largely homebound
since COVID reared its ugly head. She raises huge sums for Lions' projects by accepting challenges of long treadmill walks. She is
"fiddle-fit," even though her husband is hesitant to take up serious exercising. He says she can use him for one of those "before"
pictures in "before and after" ads....
*****
President Sheehan likewise has immense energy for Lionism, probably knowing many airport personnel around the world on a
first-name basis. (Only hours before reaching this community adjoining Baltimore, he and Lori visited a Texas Lions camp event in
Kerrville.)
His energy is exceeded only by his passionate devotion--as well as admirable vision--for Lions International and its clubs in more
than 200 countries of the world.
The Sheehans--from a community of 936 people--have come far, and in these days, rarely are at home. There, they raise exotic animals, with a few birds thrown in. He favors penguins, and hands out miniature pliable penguins he calls "relaxers." He maintains
that squeezing the tennis-ball size objects are "go to" aids in a world growing ever more stressful.....
*****
So far in our trip, ironies have abounded. When we left the Metroplex, there had been no rain in many areas for more than 40
days. On our trip, however, it rained daily for an entire week, including our two-day stop in Charlotte to visit in-laws Ken and Rita
McDaniel and an unsuccessful attempt to tour the Billy Graham Library. It is under extensive renovation, closed until next year.
Soon after arriving in Hunt Valley, the tap-tap-tapping we heard in the hotel lobby resonated from canes carried by five dozen college student members of the National Federation of the Blind. They were convening at the same time as the Lions. Past International President Clem Kusiak, Council Chair Wayne Cole and Convention Chair John Lawrence took oaths that neither organization knew the other was meeting, but the students were constant reminders for the Lions of their work in helping the blind....
My assignment was to keep Lions awake for a breakfast speech. Let's don't vote on it!

However, I am now a Lion again, after a 55-year hiatus, and sworn in by the "Grand Poohbah." Ray Hildebrand, our friend from
college days, sang The National Anthem and his 1963 hit, "Hey, Paula." He was accompanied by The Fabulous Hubcaps, whose
musical beginnings began soon after Ray's.
Now, it's off to Kentucky, where heavy rains have shaken The Ark. We're counting on our friend John Duke Smith (our "GoberUber driver") to deliver us there safely....

Grace Park, PDG Woody Woodward (24-L
Virginia), PDG Sandi Halterman, 2VDG/22-C
Rodrick Harris, Past Cabinet Secretary 22-C Mary
DeHart.

Gift presentation
from the Council of
Governors by
Council Chair
Wayne Cole to IP
Brian and Lion
Lori

IP Brian, Lion Lois
Barb and Leader
Dog in Training
Pippin

Thank you those who helped sponsor our
Celebration. Many in the form of ads in
the Centennial Book and ads on the Special Olympic/Leo t-shirts.
Platinum Level
Jarrettsville Lions Club
WIN Transport, Inc.
Silver Level
Darlington Lions Club
Mt. Airy Lions Club
PB Mares
Bronze Level
Bel Air Lions Club
PDG Barbara Brimigion
Lion Cathy Jarman
Chesapeake City Lions Club
Mount Savage Mason Dixon
Ocean City Lions Club
Roaring Run Lions Club

Leo/Special Olympics Tee Shirt Ads
Dewey Beach Lions Club
District 22B
H&H Machine Company, Inc.
Kusiak Lions Youth Foundation
WIN Transport, Inc.
Patrons
PDG Bob Kidner
PDG Andy DeMario
PDG Evan Gillette
Lion Bonnie Gillette
Lion Bethany Gillette

Council of Governors, Turnover
meeting on Sunday, April 13,
2022. This was not part of the
100th Program, however, since
many were attending, it seemed
appropriate to hold the meeting
the next day. IP Brian addressing the sitting District Governor’s.

